Those who have not taken bath and worn
new clothes, those who are polluted due to birth or
death athome and women during menstrual period
should not enter temples. People should not talk of
worldly affairs with friends in the temples. No one
should pollute the temple by answering calls of
nature in the Praharas or in che vicinity of the
temple.

5. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF RITUALS
AND FESTIVALS

The so-called radical youngsters say that elders
are led by superstition to celebrate meaningless
festivals and perform some ceremonies. What is
the significance of festivals and rituals, Sir?

To drive home the principles in our religion and
for emotional participation we celebrate festivals
and perform rituals.  Why  do we celebrate
Gandhiji's birthday or Republic Day? Is it not
just to remember the teachings of Gandhiji?
Should we not remember that we got our free-
dom after hundreds of years and after a hard
struggle? Religious festivals make us observe the
religious principles and foster integration among
the members of the communities.

To a youth who made fun of religious festivals
"Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa gave some
rice to sow. No plant came out because the rice
was without embryo and husk. "So to make the
seed of religious principle sprout in the minds
of people festivals   are   necessary" said
Bhagavan Ramakrishna.